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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
IN THE 
MENNONITE CHURCHES 
COMPRISING #HE MIDDLE DISTRICT CONFERENCE. 


INTRODUCTION, 


fhe purpose of this thesis is, primarily, to make 
@ survey in the field a religious education in the churches 
today. In order that existing agencies of religious educa- 
tion be really understood, it is needful to know something 
about their Bietory and development. ‘therefore this is not 
strictly a survey of present conditions, but also a brief 
historical sketch of the work done in the past. Perhaps 
the emphasis should be placed on the word brief, since there 
has been no attempt at an exhaustive treatment. This was 
necessary because of the nature of the thesis, and especial- 
ly Wanless Sie sources of information were rather meager.* 

Naturally the scope of this thesis is a limited 
a Among the churches of the numerous denomination, only 
Mennonite churches have been chosen. Among the dozen or 
more branches of the Mennonite church, only congregations 
affiliated with the General Conference of Mennonites are se- 
lected. Among the more than one hundred congregations in 


the General Conference, only the fifteen congregations of 





* See Appendix page 69 for source of information. 
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the Middle District Conference are selected. These congre- 
gations are found in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and Mis- 
gouri, and their total membership is not more than four 
thousand. The writer regrets that he was unable to get the 
desired information from two congregations, those at Way- 


land and Noble, Iowa.” 





+ See Appendix page 89 for souree of information. 
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CHAPTER I. 
LOCATION AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATIONS. 


Of these fifteen Mermonite churehes, Missouri, 
Illinois and Indiana each have one, Iowa has four, and 
Ohic has eight. The one in Missouri, called the Bethel - 
Ménnonite church, is near the central part of the state, 
not far from Versailles, on the border of Morgan and Mon- 
iteau counties. The one in Illinois is at Summerfield, 
St. Clair county, not very far east of 5t. Louis. At 
Berne, Adams county, Indiana, is the largest of the fif- 
teen Wengtedaeters. The four churches in Iowa are all in 
the southeastern part of the state. fhe Zion Mennonite 
chureh is at Donnelison, in Lee County. ‘The Emanuel church 
at Noble and the Wayland, Iowa, chureh are near the borders 
of Henry and Washington counties. The Pulaski Mennonite 
church is in Davis county. The congregations in Ohio are 
scattered somewhat, but in general are found in the south- 
western, the northwestern and the northeastern parts of the 
State. In the southwestern part is the Apostolic Mennonite 
ehurch, at Yrenton, Butler county. In the northwestern 
part sre the Ebenezer and First Mennonite in and near Bluff- 
ton in Allen county, while the St. John and Grace Mennonite 
are in and near Pandora, in Putnam county. ‘he others are 
the church st Wadsworth, Medina county, and the Salem church 


nesr Dalton and the Sterling Mennonite church, both in Wayne 
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county.” 

The original settlers and founders of these congre- 
gations were either of German or Swiss parentage, with a few : 
Hrench. ‘the settlements at Dalton, Bluffton and Pandora, 
Ohio, Berne, Indiana, and Versailles, Missouri, were ail be- 
gun by the Swiss. Of these the one at Dalton, known as 
"Sonnenberg", is the oldest, dating back to 1819. In 1832 
the first Swiss Mennonites settled on the borders of Allen 
and Putnam counties, between what are now the towns of Bluff- 
ton and Pandora. The first Swiss Mennonites at Berne, Indi- 


ane, arrived in 1852. The Bethel congregation in Missouri 


was organized soon after the Civil War, and a goodly number 


of the early settlers came from Wayne county, Ohio. The 
South Germans, largely from Salbxhes: Kheinpfalz in Germany, 
settled at Donnellison, Iowa, and Summerfield, Illinois, be- 
tween 1850 and 1860. Some of these came directly from Ger- 
many, while others had spent some time in Ohio, notably in 
Ashland county. There were some who first went to Donnell- 
son and later to Semmoxtiaid. The liemmonites at Sterling, 
Ohio, came from Alsace and France and settled at Sterling 


soon after 1850. Wadsworth was settled by Mennonites from 


Pennsylvania. Several groups settled at Trenton, Ohio, the 


first arriving in 1819. Some came from Germany and others 


from France. The Mennonites at Pulaski, Iowa, came from 


eastern states and Canada and settled in Iowa about 1853. 





* Phe Sterling Mennonite church has dissolved since 


‘this thesis was begun. 
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In many instances the congregations were organized 


soon after the arrival of the first settlers. In several 
cases the present organization has resulted from the union 
or amalgamation of two or more congregations. This is es- 
pecially true of the Apostolic mennonite church at Trenton, 
Ohio, where the congregation divided in 1835, largely be- 
cause of the dress question, and was reunited in 1897, On 
_ the other hand, several congregations of today, represent 
only a part or fraction of what was at one time a larger 
congregation. At Bethel, Versailles, Missouri, a split in 
the original church occurred and the neighboring church 
called Mount Gion, is the result. Here too, it was largely 
because of the dress question. ‘fhe Salem Mennonite church 
at Dalton, Ohio, was organized in 1886 by persons leaving 
‘the older "Sonnenberg" church. What was for many years one 
congregation, the Swiss church, is now virtually divided 
into four, Ebenezer, St. John, Grace and First Mennonite of 
Bluffton. Hbenezer and St. John are still one congregation, 
the Swiss church, but the two groups meet each in their own 
puilding and have their own local organization. 

The various agencies for religious education that 
we Shall study in this thesis are, the Parochial schoo], the 
Public School, the Catechetical Class, the Sunday School, 
and the Young Peoples' Societies. We do not include reli- 
gious instruction given in the homes by the parents, nor that 


given in Mennonite Golleges and Seminaries in this district. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL. 


Parochial schools were by no means common among 
these Mennonites, and are today almost extinet. In fact 
more than one~half of the congregations do not report of 
any parochial schools at all. ithe oldest of the parochi- 
al schools was begun in 1858 in the Swiss Mennonite con- 
gregation between Bluffton and Pandora, Ohio. At first 
the school met in the home of Bishop Christian Steiner. 
Whether it was organized by individuals or by the congre- 
gations the writer does not know. Very likely though, 
this was the work of the congregation, since in 1840 a 
at ioe wae: erected to be used both as church and school- 
house. ‘he term of school was from two to four months. 
Most of the children who attended were above twelve years 
of age, some as high as twenty-one. Because some of the 
families lived some distance from the church or school- 
house, it was not possible for all children of the congre- 
gation to attend. ‘he main purpose of this school, evi- 
dently was to teach the Bible. At first no regular sys- 
tem of instruction or curriculum was attempted, and pupils 
were asked to bring any books that they had in their homes. 
However, the Bible and Bible stories were alweys used. 
This parochial school was discontinued after some years, 


about the time that public schools became more common. 
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were 


fhe Parochial school in the Bethel congregation near 
Versailles, Missouri, wes begun in 1878. In that year Kev. M. 


Se Moyer became one of the ministers, and it is possible that 


he was largely instrumental in introducing the parochial 


school. He had taught in FORRRTAVABNS s Iowa and Ohio, and he 


taught the school in the Bethel church for more than twenty 


years. The school had its sessions in the church building, 
boards being placed across the top of benches, thus convert- 
ing them into desks. The term of school was two months, us- 
ually July and August. “At first the pupils" ages ranged 
from six to eighteen, but later very few attended after the 
fourteenth year. ‘The German language was used almost ex- 
clusively, and all pupils were taught to read and to write 
in German. In addition, Bible stories "Biblischegeschichte" 
were taught, as well as singing and some number work. ‘This 
parochial school was discontinued in recent years, but plans 
are now being made to revive it, using the English language. 


The Parochial school at Summerfield, Illinois, was 


organi zed goon after the first Mennonites located there, and 


not later than 1860. At first the school met in the corn 
erib of a Mr. Pletscher, a member of the congregation. Then 
it was held in private homes, but later a sehool-house was 
puilt. At the beginning the length of the term was three or 
four months, but in time this was reduced to about two months, 
very likely because of the Public schools. Children usually 
attended up to the age of twelve or fifteen. At the outset 
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the common school branches were taught, this being probably 
the only school of any kind they had. Eventually most of 
the emphasis was placed upon reading, writing, grammar, Bi- 
ble stories and the Mennonite catechism, all in the German 
language. Nearly all of the children of the congregation 
were able to attend this school. Recently the school has 
been discontinued, the interest being less keen. It is pos- 
sible that here, too, the school will be revived, though 
likely in English. 

fhe history of the Parochial School at Donnellson, 
Iowa, is perhaps the most interesting of all. The Menno- 
nites at Donnelison were South Germans and were evidently 
used to the idea tisvukenaais religious instruction in the 
churehes. In less than two years aiter they had arrived in 
that frontier state, they had a congregational meeting to 
Giscuss the problem of religious instruction. It was decided, 
in she fall of 1852, to establish a parochial school, or 


"Gemeindeschule"’., The teacher should receive $150.00 a year, 


which was a considerable sum for pioneers to raise in that 


day. Christian Schowalter was called as the first teacher, 
He had received a good training for his profession in Ger- 
many, and was at this time teaching in Ashland county, Ohio. 


He accepted the call, and began his work in Iowa in a log 


school-house, August 2, 1855. For about fifty years he con- 


tinued in this capacity, save for the time when he was absent 


at Wadsworth, Ohio, In addition to this teaching, he also 
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became a pastor of the Zion congregation and one of the lead- 
ing figures in the early history of the General Conference of 
Mennonites. 

The curriculum of the school at Donnellson is grouped 
under seven heads, and is very interesting and comprehensive. 
It shows that instruction in that school was decidedly sys- 
tematic from the beginning. We quote from the records made of 
the Regulations or "Schulordnung" adopted July 30, 1853. "In 
dieser Schule sollen folgende Lehrgegenstaenda gelehrt werden: 
1. Der Unterricht im Worte Gottes, Katechismus, ausgewaehlte 
Lieder aus dem Gesangbuche und vorzueglich die biblische Ge- 
schichte. 

2 Deutscher Sprachunterricht und Lesen. 

S$. Schoenschreiben, Rechtschreiben, Gedankenschreiben. 

4. Kopf und Ziffernrechnen, 7 

Be Choralgesang mit den noethigsten Uebungen im Figuralge- 


sange. 


6. Geographie order Erdbeschreibung und Vaterlandsgeschichte. 


7. Naturgeschichte und Naturlehre." 

3 This plan of instruction was declared binding upon 
both the teacher and the parents. We quote again from the 
records. "Diesem Schulunterrichte missen Sich sowohl der 
Lehrer als die Eltern. der Kinder unterziehen; d.h. der Lehrer 
ist verpflichtet, den Inhalt seiner Amtsvorschrift genau zu 
befolgen, seine seelische und geistige Fortbildung sich taeg- 


lich angelegen sein zu lassen und daze um das Wohl der Schule 
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wohl besorgt zu sein; dawegen sind die Eltern verpflichtet 
ihre Kinder fleiszig in die Schule zu senden, die Schular- 
beit des Lehrers mit Gebet und Fuerbitte zu unterstuetzen 
und den Inhalt der Schulordnung zu befolgen." 

At first the length of the school term at Donneli- 
son was eight months. Later the public school was taught 
for five months, and the parochial school for three months. 
All parents were expected to send their children from the 
ages of five to fifteen, and the attendance was very good, 
some coming five miles. This school was discontinued in 
1917, largely because of opposition to the German language. 
It is rather doubtful if the school will ever be revived 
again, since sentiment does not appear to be very strong. 

It is not easy to give a just and womiyenenetye 
estimate of the value of the parochial schools among the 
Mennonites in the Middle District. Only in three congrega- 
tions, Zion, Summerfield and Bethel, were they maintained 
until recent years. The two former churches are comprised 
of people originating from South Germany, while the latter 
had for over twenty years a minister whose wife had received 
her education in the parochial school at Donnellson, Lowa. 
The other congregations of the Middle District as a rule did 
not maintain parochial schools, especially was this true of 
the large Swiss settlements in Indiana and Wayne county, Ohio. 
In Allien and Putnam counties the parochial school died out 


rather early. Did the German Mennonites fare better and con-= 
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tribute more to the denomination, than did the laraes Swiss 
Mennonite churches? Did they furnish more trained leaders 
to carry on the work of the Confereyjce? 

One hesitates to offer a conclusive or dogmatic 
answer. Yet it is quite evident that the ehorches at Don- 
nelison and Summerfield have sontributed @ considerable 
number of workers for the denomination, especially during the 
years up to 1875. The Swiss churches in Ohio and Indiana, 
the larger in numbers, did not contribute as large a aiehen 
during this period. The churches at Donnellson and Summer- 
field took a very active part in the organization of the 
General Conference, in the founding of the Mennonite school 
at Wadsworth, Ohio, in the establishment of Mission work 
among the Indians, and also furnished many immigrants for 
the settlements in Kansas, especially at Halstead and Mound- 
ridge. The Swiss Mennonites were later in getting started 
in these enterprises, but have during the past Seater tive 
years made much larger contributions than have the German 
Mennonites. Did the German Mennonites have a good parochial 
school because their congregations had wide awake and ener-_ 
getic leaders, or did the parochial schools train these 
leaders? Were the Swiss Mennonites slow in taking hold of 
Conference and kducational work, because they lacked paro- 
chial schools to train their youth? fo the writer it seems 
more than probably that the presence of systematic instruc- 


tion in the parochial schools among the terman iiennonites 
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CHAPTER ITI. 
{HE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


Our survey indicates that the public schools were 
not used very extensively for religious instruction. . Per- 
haps this was more common; than the reports from the various 
churches indicate. At Berne, Indiana, the Bible and Bible 
Stories were used as a reader at one time. In the Swiss 
congregation near Bluffton, Ohio, the Bible, Bible stories 
and the singing of hymns was very common in the public 
nekeuis a generation ago. eon ths Swiss in Wayne County, 
Ohio, it is reported that the teachers sometimes taught re- 
ligious branches voluntarily. In these large Mennonite set- | 
tlements it frequently happened that all families in a dis- 
trict were Mennonites. If possible they hired a Mennonite 
as & teacher, and asked that he devote part of his time to 
the religious studies. This’ was quite a satisfectory plan 
go long as the Mennonite settlement wee laviee and dense 
enough to make the solid districts. If a few non-~Mennonites 
lived in the district, they objected, and this plan was not 
successful. This was especially true in the smaller or more 
scattered congregations. By this Ais the work in the public 
schools is so fully under the control of the state, that re- 
ligious instruction is impracticable, at least in the way it 
wes conducted a generation ago. 


In Indiana, provision is made for a limited number 
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‘The arrangenent of the course is under the av Sae 
vision of ‘the state, and questions are prepared ine grades 
“fixed by the State Board of “Eaueation. The Mennonites at 
: » are using this plan. 
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i CHAPTER IV. 
CATECHETICAL INS@RUCTION. 


Religious instruction, based upon the Mennonite 
catechism, has been much more common in the Middle District 
Conference than has the parochial school or religious in- 
struction in the public schools. In fact, the Mennonite 
churches that have never used the catechism are the excep- 
tion. The Memmonite catechism is a small book covering the 
chief doctrinal points taught by the Mennonite church. It 
was prepared several centuries ago, and evidently largely 
for adults. At any rate, the contents are in part too heavy 
for many of the young people who-study it. Yet its hold up- 
on the Mennonites is so strong that it has not yet been su- 
perseded by any improved method of study of the fundamentals 
of the Christian religion. 

| fhe number of weeks devoted to the study of the 
catechism ditfers in the various congregations, Usually 
twelve weeks has been about the limit and the class generally 
met once a week. Where the parochial school existed, the cat- 
echism was formerly taught five Sines: & week for six or eight 
weeks, Or in other words, thirty to forty lessons. At Dormell- 
son, lowa, the custom has been, and still is, to teach the cat- 
echism twice a week for six months, or about fifty lessons, 


This brings out the interesting fact that the congregations 
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that had the best regulated parochial schools also devoted 
the most time to the study of the catechism. 

In many cases the pupils studied the catechism only 
once, but ina imine of churches the course was repeated by 
the same pupils. The age at which pupils usually studied it 
was in a general way, the adolescent age, or thirteen to sev- 
enteen years. Formerly this age may have bean higher, since 
seventeen to twenty-one is reported to have been common in 
the Swiss church near Bluffton, Ohio. This age was also com- 
mon in the Bethel church, in Missouri, twenty-five years ago. 
At present, the ages of the catechumens range from about ten 
to eighteen, although twelve to sixteen would certainly in- 
clude the majority. In the 4ion church in Iowa it was com- 
pulsory for parents to send their children to the Catecheti- 
cal class as goon as they ced fourteen, 

In reply to the question regarding the purpose of 
catechetical instruction, nearly all agreed that it was a 
means of preparation for membership in the church. In this 
way the Mennonites sought to carry out the command of the 
Master: "Go ye therefore, ani make disciples of all nations 
(teach all nations) baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." Matthew 28:19. Ke- 
vival or special evangelistic meetings were scarcely known 
at all, but the conversion of the boys and girls was sought 


largely by means of catechetical instruction. 
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_ In most cases the ministers were the teachers, and 
their methods of preparing their Gataskimend for baptism va- 
ried more or less. In some churches it was taken for granted 
that upon the completion of the catechism study, one would de- 
Sire baptism and union ith the church. Other ministers , 
taught the catechism regularily each year, beginning soon af- 
ter New Year, to all who would come. Toward the close of the 
period, usually near Easter, the pastor would give the mem- 
bers of his class an opportunity to express their desire to 
become Christians. Such a decision might be signified by 
speaking to the minister in person, or by responding when a 
general invitation was given to iis whole class. Generally 
the ones who desired baptism, were expected to have shown 
diligence in the study of the catechism. In fact, at times 
this test was very prominent. At any rate it was a well as- 
tablished custom in nearly all Mermmonite churches that cate- 
chetical instruction should precede baptism and admission in- 
to the church. 

The Mermonite catechism is a small book arranged in 
the fom of questions and answers, the answers being based up- 
on verses in the Bible. In some books the Bible verses are 
printed, while in others they are only listed. Most ministers 
insisted that the answers be memorized by the pupils, or at 
least a number of the answers. Some ministers had their cate- 


chumens commit to memory all of the answers and certain select 
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Scripture passages in addition. Or the names of the books of 
the Bible were to be memorized. Frequently, too, at some time 
pefore the baptism, the catechumens were examined publicly, 
the ministers asking the questions, or at least many of them, 
and the pupils answering from memory. Such examinations, how- 
ever, had the tendency of placing the chief emphasis upon in- 
tellectual or mental preparation as a requirement for candi- 
dates for baptism. | 

In most of the churches in the Middle District the 
Mennonite catechism is taught today, and on the whole in much 
the same way as formerly, except that the Hnglish language is 
now used quite generally. ‘Some ministers teach it during the 
winter and early spring months, but at Domnellson, Iowa, it 
is taught during the six months that follow Easter, the class 
meeting on Wednesday and Saturday. In some churches the class 
meets on Sunday morning during the Sunday school hour. In 
Berne, Indiana, the catechumens are divided into two groups. 
fhe first group is taught by someone assisting the minister, 
and uses the catechisn. The minister teaches the more ad- 
vanced group, using a Topical Bible Study course. Several re- 
ports indicate that the emphasis upon memory work is less now 
than it formerly was. More attempts are made to explain the 
meaning of the answers by means of illustrations from present 
life conditions. One minister replied that he does not in- 
sist upon the memorization of the entire catechism, but only 


certain answers to the more fundamental doctrinal questions. 
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It is very evident that catechetical instruction is 
far more common among the Mennonites than are parochial 
schools. ‘The church at Pulaski, Iowa, is the only one report- 
ing that the catechism has not been taught at all. Just why 
this is the case is not entirely clear, Everywhere else it 
is used as a preparation to admission into the church. The 
question arises, whether this preparation is and has been 
generally regarded as of an intellectual or a religious na- 
ture. Where the main object is to memorize the entire cat- 
echism, the test is apt to become chiefly intellectual or 
mental. Where the catechism is used largely as an outline of 
study, ae the, basis of which an appeal is made to the emotions 
and the will as well as the intellect of the pupil, the empha- 
sis may be primarily religious. Undoubtedly the sehook dt tan has 
been a very effective means of indoctrinating the young oacpie 
of. the congregations in the particular teachings of the Menno- 
nite denomination. Perhaps this is the chief reason why it is. 


so universally used, and continues to hold its place. 
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CHAPTER Vu... 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


By the middle of the nineteenth century Sunday 
schools were found in the majority of American churches, but 
were as yet untried by the Mennonites. Some of the Memno- 
nites of the Middle District were not in smerica at that 
time. those that were had either no systematic religious 
instruction for their children, or used the public or paro- 
chial aahcele for this. At best they were pioneers, and not 
so very anxious to absorb much from their American neighbors. 
iventually they adopted. more and more from their environment 
and that included the Sunday school. Today all of these 
churches have Sunday schools, and in all cases they are the 
chief agencies for religious instruction. ; 

From such evidence as could be obtained, it seems 
quite certain that the first Sunday school established in the 
Middle District was organized near randora, Ohio, in the Swiss 
Mennonite congregation. this Sunday school met in the Beech — | 
free schoolhouse, and a number of the oldest residents declare 
that it was before the civil war. One old man said he was 
quite sure it was in the year 1859, because he remembers that 
it was the year in which one of his sisters was married. Oth- 
er old residents agree with this date. This Sunday school met 


on Sunday afternoon, on alternate Sundays, from April to Aug- 
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ust, 1859. There is no evidence that it was continued long, 
perhaps not even the next year. The Beech free schoolhouse 
is one mile north of hare the Swiss Mennonite church stood 
then. This Sunday school, though organized by members of the 
swiss church, had no direct cormmection with the church. In 
fact not a few members of the church frowned upon this imno-_ 
vation. A few years later another Sunday school was organ- 
ized in a school house two miles south of the church, near 
where the Ebenezer church now stands. In 1865 a Sunday 
school was begun at Summerfield, Illinois, in 1869 at Berne, 
Indiana, in 1674 at Pulaski, Iowa, in 1875 at Domnellson, 
Iowa, and in 1876 at Trenton, Ohio. 

In some churches the ministers were the organizers 
of the Sunday schools, while in others they viewed them with 
disfavor. In such cases it was generally left to enterpris- 
ing laymen to make the beginning. Frequently schoolhouses 
had to be utilized, and the Sunday school had to convene in 
the afternoon in order not to interfere with the regular Sun+ 
day services. At Berne the Church was not used from the be- 
ginning, and at Donnellson, Iowa, the parochial school build- 
ing was used at first, although the minister hadi been one of 
the organizers. At Trenton, Ohio, the Sunday school was or- 
ganized by individuals, but the church building was placed at 
their disposal. One of the more recently organized schools 
was the one in Bluffton, Ohio. This town was on the edge of 


the parish of the Swiss congregation, and the churches were 
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too far away for all to attend regularily. Therefore the Men- 
Honstas living in Bluffton organized this Sunday school, with 
the consent of the Swiss cenewaes oh an’ in 1895. At first the 
school met in the Iutheran church, but now it meets in the 
church building erected in i905. | 

At first, Sunday schools met only during the summer 
months, and then often only every two weeks, ‘This was not | 
true in every case. Several schools met bi-monthly through- 
out the. year, while a few met every Sunday from the beginning. 
In the Bethel church, in Missouri, at first Sunday school and 
preaching services alternated. At Berne, Thatexe. the Sunday 
school met on Sunday afternoon until quite recently. At this 
time all of these Mennonite Sunday schools meet weekly, and 
so far as the writer knows, they all meet on Sunday forenoon 
before the preaching service. : 

Regarding the introduction of the Uniforn Lessons, a, 
accurate information could not always be obtained. At 
Berne, Indiana, they were introduced in 1875, in the Zion 
Ghurch, Donnellson, Iowa, they have been in use since 1875, 
while at Summerfield, Illinois, they were introduced "many 
years ago". It is quite safe to assume that they were in ) 
very general use by 1890. Just what kind of. lesson material 
was in use before the introduction of the Uniform Lessons is 
not definitely imown. I+ is more than probable thet much of 
the work offered the children was Similar to that taught in 


the parochial schools, especially learning to read, and the 
1 : 
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study of Bible stories. Most, if not all of these Sunday 
schools used German exclusively at the beginning. _ 

Giched Lessons, adapted to the abilities and needs 
of the pupils of different ages, are even today more or less 
of an innovation. Ten years ago they were scarcely known in 
the Middle District Conference. Today less than one-half of 
these Sunday schools are using them at all. In the Sunday 
school in Bluffton, Ohio, closely graded lessons have been 
used in all departments up to the Intermediates, since 1912. 
Apout the same time, or not much later, they were introduced 
in the Grace Mennonite Sunday school in Fandora,. Chio, also 
up to the Adult age. In recent years some of these have 
been replaced by graded uniform lessons, especially above 
the Junior age. In rulaski, Iowa, the graded lessons are 
being used in young peoples classes. The Summerfield, I1lli- 
nois, Sunday sehool introduced graded lessons for their Be- 
ginner, Primary and Junior departments in 1919. The St. John 
Sunday school, near Paniora, Ohio, introduced graded lessons 


in 1920. At Donmelison, Iowa, they have been tried, but 


again discarded, just why, is not known to the writer. It. 


is probably that more Sunday schoois will introduce them in 
the near future. If the Mennonites had a publishing house 
that was issuing suitable graded lessons, very likely they 
would come into common usage sooner. As it is, many Sunday 


schools use the uniform lessons for all clasaes, and some 
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sentiment exists against graded lessons. 

Non-biblical material is used in less than half 
of the Sunday schools. Many of the stories taught in the 
graded lessons for Beginners are not Bible stories, though 
the lessons they teach are in harmony with the teachings 
of the Bible. The Ebenezer Sunday school near Bluffton, 
Ohio, uses magazines as non-biblical material. in the Sun- 
day school at Pulaski, Iowa, Studies in the Life of Paul 
are used, not strictly biblical material. In some Sunday 
schools non-biblical material is regarded with great dis- 
favor. At Sunday school conventions it is frequently de- 
nounced with great feeling and fervor. ‘to many people it 
means anti-biblical material. Those who are better in- 
formed realizs that this is not true, at least not of most 
of the non-biblical lessons, which are based upon the same 
general truths taught in the Bible. In so far as it is in 
harmony with the teachings of Ghrist, and supplementary to 
the Bible, it deserves a place in a full curriculum of re- 
ligious instruction. | 

the general.pjlan of organization is very much the 
same in the various Mennonite Sunday schools. In every 
case the Superintendent is the chief executive, and almost 
| invariably he has an assistant. Usually the assistant su= 
perintendent has little to do as long as the superintend- 


ent is able to perform his duties. In the Grace Mennonite 
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Sunday school at Pandora, Ohio, there are three assistant 
superintendents, not merely to strengthen the line of suc- 
cession, however. Hach of these three has supervision of 


a division of the school, the Hlementary, Secondary and 


Adult divisions. There the assistant superintendents are 


not elected by the school, but are appointed by the Super- 
intendent and the tducational committee. Every Sunday 


school reports a secretary and a treasurer, or else one 


officer doing the work of both. Also a librarian, a 


chorister and an organist or pianist is found in nearly 
every Sunday school. The Sunday school at Summerfield, 
Illinois, has a statistician and in the one at Ebenezer, 
near Bluffton, Ohio, they have a manager. 

In most Sunday schools there is a committee, that 
has more or less general supervision of the work of the 
school. Usually the officers, especially the Superintend- 
ent and the Secretary, and often the Minister also, are co- 
laborers with this committee. Sometimes it is called the 
Sunday School committee, again the kxecutive Committee or 
the Education Committee. As a rule this eommittee is «| 
elected by ballot annually, just as the other Sunday school 
officers are. This really makes the committee quite tem- 
porary, and only advisory to the officers. In order to 
give the committee more permanency and give them greater 
authority, the Grace Mennonite Sunday school in Pandora, 


Ohio, made provisions in their new constitution in 1918, 
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that are as yet wnique in Mennonite churches. ‘The congrega- 
tion elects an Education Mohiterde of three persons, and 
members of the church council are not eligible. This was 
done to avoid duplication of offices for a few favored in-- 
dividuals. Hach year one member of the committee is elected 
for a term of three years. The duties of this Baueation 
Committee are to supervise the entire program of religious 
education in the chureh, Sunday school, Christian Endeavor, 
or any other agency. In order to supervise this, the Com- 
mittee serves as nominating committee for the elections, 

and the three members also serve on the Sunday School 

Board, which includes the Superintendent, the three Assist- 
ants, the Secretary-Treasurer and the Pastor. 

Departmental superintendents are found in about 
half of the Sunday schools under consideration, though not 
in the same departments in the different schools. Superin- . 
tendents of the Cradle Roll are found in the Berne, Bethel, 
Bluffton, Grace, St. John and trenton Sunday schools. ‘hese 
keep a record of all children below the age of three, remem- 
per them at their birthday and when they are ready for the 
Beginner's class, encourage them to comee In the Grace Men- 
nonite Sunday school, this work is done by the superintendent 
of the elementary division, who hes charge of all pupils up 
to the age of twelve. The schools at Berne, Bluifton, . 
Ebenezer, Grace, 5t. John and Trenton also have superintend- 


ents of the home department. Their duty is to bring the 
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Sunday school to those who are either not able or not will- 
ing to attend. In the “race Sunday school this work is as- 
signed to the Superintendent of the adult division. The 
Bethel Sunday school, in Missouri, has s primary superin- 
tendent, though that department is ‘more inclusive than in 
many schools. The Bluffton, race and 5+. John Sunday 
schools each have a superintendent of the secondary divi- 
sion, in addition to the elementary superintendent. If 

. Mennonite churches were arranged more adequately for de- 
partmental work, no doubt the organizations for this work 
would be more complete. 

Only four Sunday schools report that their de- 
partments are organized, while all but four have some pro- 
vision for separate rooms for certain classes or depart- 
mentse By a well-organized department, the writer under- 
stands one that has its own officers and meets in its own 
room, not in the larger room with the entire school. ‘The 
Berne Sunday school has four rooms for primary classes, but 
no organization for this separate department. At Pulaski, 
Summerfield, Trenton and Wadsworth conditions are similar. 
On the other hand, the Bluffton, Grace and St. John Sunday 
schools have more organized departments than they have sep- 
arate rooms. In the Bethel Sunday school the primary 
classes meet in their own room, and have at least part of 


their worship alone. In the Bluffton and Grace schools 
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the beginners have their own rooms and worship, and in 
Blurfton the primary department also has its room. These 
rooms are equipped with suitable tables, especially con- 
structed chairs, appropriate pictures én the walls and cab- 
inets with materials for handwork. In Bluffton, separate 
stalls are provided for Junior classes. In Pandora the. 
primary and junior departments use the large basement, each 
class having its own place, and most of them provided with 
tables and chairs. That the Sunday schools which have sep- 
arate rooms for the various departments, have an advantage 
over those where all classes meet in one large room, is 
evident to all well-informed Sunday school workers. 

The most essential single factor in a successful 
Sunday school is a good teacher. ‘A good teacher is usually 
a trained teacher. He may have trained himself, or he may 
have been trained by others. Many Sunday schools feel that 
it is part of their work to train their own teachers. More 
than half of those we are studying in this paper, have at 
some time or other attempted Teacher Training work. Some 
attempts have been successful only temporarily or occasion- 
ally. Ina medium sized Sunday school it may be expecting 
too much, to attempt a Teacher Training class as a regular 
feature, though it hadi g quite successful at faterrale of 
a few years. 


In the Salem Sunday school at Daiton, Ohio, a 
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teachers’ training class was conducted by the superintend- 
ent about ten years ago in connection with the regular 

Len ekere! meeting. At Trenton, Ohio, a training class was 
organized by the pastor in the fali of 1918 and continued 
until the spring of 1919. At Summerfield, Illinois, a 
training class was taught by a former pastor, perhaps ten 
years ago. His successor again revived the work, and that 
man's successor did the same during the winter of 1918-19. 
In the Bethel Sunday school, in Missouri, a class was or- 
ganized some years ago, but was evidently discontinued. In 
Bluffton, Ohio, three training classes have graduated since 
1915, and a new one is to be organized in the fall of 1920. 
In the Grace Sunday school a number of beginnings have been 
made during the past six years, and the work may eventually 
become a permanent part of the Sunday school program. In 
Berne, Indiana, training classes have been known for thirty 
years, and have been regular for much of this time. By 
this time a large number of the teachers at Berne are those 
who have completed the one year course. This work seems 
most permanent where it can be a part of the regular Sunday 
morning program. Teacher Training classes during the week 
are less apt to be successful. Therefore the Sunday school 
that is large enough 40 maintain a training class without 
interfering with the regular classes, has the best chance 


to keep up this valuable work. 
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"raining the Teacher" is a text-book that has 
been used in several schools, and “Thoroughly Furnished" 
is another. At 5luffton, Ohio, plans are being made for 
the introduction of a three years’ course of teacher train- 
ing lessons. In some Sunday schools the pastor teaches the 
training class, which is perhaps the ideal arrangement, 
provided the pastor has the required preparation for his 
work. In other schools the superintendent or some other 
person with special fitness is placed in charge. In cer- 
tain schools the pupils in the training class are elected, 
while in others they are solicited personally or a general 
invitation is extended. 

In many Sunday schools the teachers meet regular- 
ily, usually once a week, to study the lesson for the fol- 
lowing Sunday or for a conference of a more general nature. 
Where the graded lessons are in use, the teachers do not all 
use the same lessons, and therefore have less desire or need 
for the ordinary teachers’ meeting. In fact, one argument 
against graded lessons is that they are apt to weaken or 
break up the teachers’ meeting. ut even where graded les- 
sons are in use, the adult classes, and often the secondary 
classes as well, are very apt to use the Uniform lessons, 
and thus a teachers' meeting can be held by them alone. 

Partly to meet the needs of the teachers using the 
graded lessons, and also to meet the more general needs of 
all teachers, workers' conferences are introduced in a nun- 


ber of schools. hese conferences are really Sunday school 
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conventions or institutes on a small scale. They offer fine 
opportunity to the superintendent to develop Sunday school | 
policy and Sunday school morale. In a few schools these 
workers! conferences occur quarterly or occasionally. At 
Bluffton and Wadsworth they meet monthly, and in the Grace 
sunday school this is the ideal, though up to the present it 
has not been lived np to very faithfully. An able and ener- 
getic superintendent can accomplish much by means of his 
workers’ conference, 

Organized classes are being advocated very much 
at present by sunday school workers. One advantage is that 
it gives the class the consciousness of being a unit in it- 
self, not Reels individual members of the school. Such a 
class can undertake definite tasks of christian service. 
Through its various committees it is possible to give some 
responsible task to each member, according to their ability. 
Usually an organized class will be mosg$ successful where. two 
conditions, among others, are found. The first condition is 
a separate room for the class, which can give it more of a 
sense of unity as an organization. The second condition, is 
a large number of prospective members of the class and 
school, who must be solicited personally. This gives the 
class enough definite work to do if it shall exist, and 
just this incentive is often needed. , 

These conditions are usually not found in Menno- 


nite schools. Very few buildings are so arranged that a 
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class may have its own room, separate from the main school. 
Also the constituency to which the llennonites usually ap- 
peal, is rather regular in its attendance at church. Yet in 
spite of this advantage, and this incentive, most of our 
schools report that they have two or more organized classes 
each. YThese classes frequently undertake some definite 
work, such as supporting some particular phase of mission- 
ary or religious work. But the common experience is that 
unless the class has a more or less definite objective to 
strive toward, it is hard to keep the organization alive, 
though the class as such may be quite faithful. 

4merican Sunday schools are well-organized for 
united work. There is the International Sunday school asso- 
ciation, the various state and county associations, and often 
also a township association. The Mennonites of the Middle 
District Conference quite generally cooperate in this work. 
financial contributions are made to the county and state as- 
sociations, and very frequently Mennonite Sunday schools 
send delegates to the conventions. Not infrequently Menno- 
nites are taking an active part in the organizations and 
| are among the speakers at conventions, This is not only 
true of county associations. A few years ago Rev. 5. M 
Musselman, pastor of the Mennonite churches at Wayland and 
Noble, Iowa, was president of the Sunday school association 


in the state of Iowa. Mr. J. F. Lehman, for many years the. 
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able Ssuperintend ent of the large Mennonite Sunday school at 
Berne, Indiana, has served aS representative of the state of 

Indiana on the committee of the International Sunday school 
Association. 

Without a doubt the willingness of Mennonite Sun- 
day schools to acoperate with other denominations has been 
of mutual benefit. It helps to overcome the suspicion 
that denominations may have of each other. As Mennonites 
get petter acquainted with other Christian workers, it has 
the tendency to break down some of the spirit of self- 
sufficiency that a self-isolated people are always inclined 
to develop. On the other hand, Ee large and regular at- 
tendance at Mennonite Sunday schools not infrequently arouses 
the admiration, if not the envy of other denominations. 

In the questionnaire requests were made for simple 
plans of Sunday school buildings. Very fine drawings were 
received from Wadsworth, Dalton and trenton, Ohio, Pulaski, 
Iowa, and Summerfield, Illinois. ‘these plans are reproduced 
in the appendix on pages 64, 85, 86, 87,88 together with a 
few others. It is safe to say that no Mennonite Sunday 
school has ideal arrangements and building facilities, 
though some churches are well planned. A few Sunday schools 
have only one large room, and sometimes that is not SO very 
large. Most schools have at least one room, or one curtained 


section for the classes of small children. A few of the 
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buildings, especially those erected since 1900 are fairly 
well arranged for separate departments and classes. Yet it 
Seems quite evident that most churches were built primarily 
for adults to worship in, and are therefore auditoriums, 
not school houses. The needs of the Sunday school, and es- 
pecially those of the children, received only secondary at- 
tention. 

Qpinions may differ as to what constitutes an 
ideal Sunday school building. This ideal depends somewhat 
upon the nature of the Sunday school. Where the Uniform 
lessons are used by the entire school, the Akron plan of - 
pbuilding is very well adapted. This plan provides for a 
large auditorium with a belcony on uuvbareiaan if possible. 
fhe seats on the balcony, as well as those beneath the bal- 
cony are divided into sections, each section having room 
for perhaps ten to fifty persons, depending upon the depth 
of the balcony. Usually these sections are separated from 
each other by walis, and sliding doors 6an be used in front 
to separate the section from the main room. A large build- 
ing might have room for a dozen sections on the balcony and 
&s many beneath, each with room for twenty-five and the 
main floor of the auditorium might have room for several 
| hundred in addition, owed these would not be in separate 
sections. When the school meets for opening and closing 


worship, the doors before the sections are open, making it 
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all one large assembly. For the lesson period the classes 
on and beneath the balcony are in their Separate rooms. 
This is quite a satisfactory plan where the Uniform lessens 
are used. 

However, as the Graded lessons are introduced in 
the Sunday school, some shortcomings of the Akron plan of 
building are felt. It is discovered that the Beginners, 
aged three to five, will profit more by a service of worship 
adapted to their needs, than one intended for the entire 
school. So an organ or piano is placed in the Ridicue val 
room, and they have their own service from beginning to end, 
and seldom come into the main room. Such a room should 
have chairs and tables of the right height, carpets on the 
fLloor, atures on the wall and plenty of daylight. Such a 
place will seldom be found under the balcony, but rather in 
a room especially built for this purpose. The needs for 
the primary department are very similar, and also for the 
juniors. Consequently a well organized Sunday school using 
the graded lessons will not find the Akron plan of building 
entirely satisfactory. A large Sunday school should have 
‘separate Assembly rooms for the various departments, and if 
possible a class room for each class, or at least a section 
of a room far enough from other classes to avoid being dis- 
turbed. This would, of course, mean large additions to 


most chureh and Sunday school buildings. 
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What is the. situation in the Mennonite churches 
of the Middle District? Po say that building facilities 
are on the whole rather inadequate is putting it mildly. To 
say that most Mennonite churches were built for adults, and 
not for children is nearer the truth. They were built as 
places of worship, and not as schools for old and young. 
The same is true of the average American church building. 
fhe Akron plan, which has been used for a generation or 
more, is being followed somewhat by Mennonites in their 
buildings today. ‘the blufiton Mennonite church built in 
1905 is a good example. Yet our schools are introducing 
the graded lessons, which demand a newer type of building. 
Where the congregation does not maintain a parochial school 
and has no religious instruction in the public school, it 
is imperative that the Sunday school building shall be ad 
adapted to school work. Will the Mennonites of the Middle 
District appreciate these rights of the youth in their Sun- 
day schools? | 
It seems quite evident that the Sunday school is 
today the leading agent in providing religious instruction. 
Certainly pastors and parents usually regard it in this way. 
It is safe to say that the average Mennonite Sunday school 
in the Middle District compares very favorably in every way 
with the average American Sunday school found under similar 


circumstances. The Mennonite parochial school, never common 
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in this district, is apparently a thing of the past, or 
nearly so. keligious instruction in the public schools is 
even more rare, though the future may be more promising here 
than it seems at present. Catechetical instruction is only 
for a portion of the year, and for a fraction of the people, 
and is really ddpptementat: rather than fundamental. That 
is, the pupils in the catechetical class are supposed to have 
received religious training previously, and are also expected 
to continue it later. ‘Therefore, it is evident that the bur- 
den rests with the Sunday school Most leaders in the Menno- 
nite church realize this, and therefore insist upon the best 
teachers that can be trained, the best courses of study that 
can be found and the best buildings and equipment that NES 


be afforded. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
YOUNG PEOPLES' SOCIETIES. 
(A) HE SENIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 


About a generation ago, Rev. Francis Clark or- 
ganized a Christian Endeavor society in his church in New 
England, for the purpose of offering the young people in 
his church an opportunity for training in Christian ser- 
vice. Many of the denominations have organized their young 
people on this same plan, though not all of them bear the 
name Christian Endeavor. Some of the denominations have 
their own Youhg Peoples’ Societies, such as the Epworth 
League among the Methodists. The work of the Sunday school 
is largely impressional, the emphasis being placed upon in- 
struction. The Christian Endeavor seeks to develop the ex- 
pressional side of the pupils growing personality. In the 
sunday school the burden of the work is left with the teach- 
er, in the Christian Endeavor every member is given a chance 
to make a direct contribution, according to their ability. 

Many Mennonite churches had prayer meetings or 
Bible study periods, in which the expressional work was given 
more or less prominence. Some of these were later modified 
or reorganized as Christian Endeavor societies, and special 
effort was made to enlist the younger members of the congre-~ 
gation. The first Christian Endeavor society in the Middle 
District was echnical at Summerfield, Illinois, in 1890. 
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This was followed by one at Berne, Indiana, in 1893, at 
Pulaski, Iowa, in 1894, and in the Swiss church near Bliuff- 
ton and Pandora, Ohio, about the year 1895. By 1900 they 
were quite common in the Mennonite churches of this dis- 
trict. 

A majority of the Ghristian Endeavor societies 
meet every week, though several meet bi-monthly. Most so- 
cieties use the prayer meeting topics prepared by the United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, the society at the Ebenezer 
Church in Ohio, uses the Banner Bible Study Outlines. At 
Donnellson, Iowa, the Christian Endeavor was discontinued 
during the war because of the enforced absence of the 
young men, but a reorganization is being ey Re At Tren- 
ton, Ohio, the Christian Endeavor has been organized twice 
and has also died twice, but the pastor is determined to 
revive it again. 

Some Ghristian Endeavor societies use the regular 
pledge prepared by the United Society, which makes for 
closed membership. Other societies provide for active, as- 
sociative and honorary members, notably the society at 
Berne, Indiana. In several societies there is no definite 
membership list, and all who come are regarded as members. 
Where there is an intermediate society the members of the 
senior society are usually all above eighteen or nineteen 
years. The Senior Christian Endeavor of the Grace Mennonite 


church at Pandora has eighteen to thirty-five as the age 
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limits for active members. Those above thirty-five are re- 
garded as alumni members, and give their own programs about 
once a month. Phis plan is still in the experimental stage. 
Most of these Uhristian Endeavor societies are true to their 
name, in that they are really Young Peoples’ yoeietios, but 
in some the older folks do their full share also. 

| (MEDIATE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 





(8B) THE INTE 

Within the past decade a number of intermediate 
societies have been organized by the Mennonites of the Mid- 
dle District. The oldest of these is the one at Bluffton, 
Ohio, and the other two reported at present are at Berne, 
Indiana, and Farndora, Ohio. ‘the ages for the intermediates 
are twelve or thirteen to eighteen or nineteen. The purpose 
of the Intermediate Endeavor is to offer training to the 
younger boys and girls, ina society especially organized 
to meet their needs. ‘This does not mean that a general 
Christian Endeavor society carmmot provide for them, though 
it cannot do it so well. Where there are enough people and 
especially where the church building is so arranged that 
two meetings can be held Simultaneously, the Intermediate 
society is a very desirable organization. 

The connection between the Senior and Intermediate 
societies should always be a close one. As intermediates 
reach the proper age, they are promoted into the Senior so- 


ciety. At Berne, Infiana, the Senior society appoints the 
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superintendent for the intermediates, but all other officers 
are chosen by the intermediates themselves. In Pandora the 
Education Vommittee of the church, which has general super- 
vision of the entire educational work of the church, also 
directs the organization of the intermediate society. In 
general the Intermediate societies are organized much like 
the Seniors, and their program are of much the same nature. 
A good and comprehensive estimate of the value of the Inter- 
mediate society is furnished in the questionnaire filled out 
at Bere, Indiana. “The Intermediate Vhristian sndeavor is 
an important factor in the social life of the boys and 
girls. It offers exceptional opportunity to express re- 
ligious conviction under supervision in the formative period, 
It intensifies the realization of Christian experience and 
arouses interest in Church work. It correlates the energies 
of the individuals through united activity and prepares for 
senior Christian Endeavor." No doubt more Intermediate so- 
cieties will be organized among Mennonites in the future, 
especially where the building facilities are suitable. In 
fact the lack of this, is the only reason why certain 
churches do not have them at present. 
(C) JUNIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 

This is le aaiaie for the boys and girls below the 

adolescent or intermediate age. In churches where there is 


no Intermediate society, the age is extended up to fourteen 
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or fifteen, otherwise not above twelve or thirteen. Only «+ 
four Junior societies are reported, and one of these, the 
one at Pulaski, lowa, was still to be realized when the re- 
port was made in March, 1920. Only two churches, at Bluff- 
bon and Pandora, Ohio, have aach a Junior, an Intermediate 
and a Senior society. Other ghurches would perhaps do the 
same, were their buildings suited for this. The general 
plan of organization is to have a superintendent appointed 
whe has general charge of the work. As much self-government 
as is practicable is allowed the Juniors, and they have 
their own committees and minor officers. ‘The Juniors preside 
at their own programs, and usually conduct their meetings 
with a seriousness and reverence that is remarkable. Gen- 
erally the superintendent addresses them too, story telling 
peing a very effective method of instruction. 

It is quite generally believed that children in 
the Junior age have special capacity for memory work. 
Therefore a well-balanced Junior program makes ample provi- 
Sion for the meWorization of select Seripture passages, 
hymns and the confessions of faith. Some Junior societies 
meet on Sunday afternoon, or in the evening at the same hour 
that the other Endeavor societies meet. In Pandora, Ohio, 
the plan of having the Juniors meet in the forenoon, during 
the preaching service hour, is being tried. This plan has 


a few disadvantages, but also some decided advantages. More 
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children can attend in the forenoon than could in the aiter- 
noon or evening. The Juniors are not tempted to leave after 
Sunday school in order to avoid a sermon prepared for their 
parents. fhe writer is quite convinced that they will re- 
ceive more benefit from a Junior program than they would 

from a sermon which is above their heads and therefore either 
tempts them to mischief or lulls them to sleep. 

In the questionnaire filled out at Dalton, Ohio, 
we have a very find and comprehensive estimate of Junior 
work. "fhe Juniors receive expressional training in which 
includes public speaking and praying, memory work, mission 


study, business training, committee work, presiding at a 





meeting, training which helps them to lead others, team 
work, keeping of the quiet hour, am leads to a definite 
stand for Christ and the Church." 

Christian Endeavor societies are quite well-organ- 
ized in County and State Unions, and in the United Society 
of Christian tndeavor. The Mermonite Christian indeavor 
societies quite generally cooperate with these united move- 
ments. In several instances Mermonites have taken active © 
part in the state organizations. Mr. Giiliom of Berne, 
Indiana, is President of the Indiana State Christian HEn- 
deavor Union, and the field secretary for the state is Mr. 
-E. D. Schmidt, also a Mennonite. In Ohio, Miss Sylvia 
fschantz, of Dalton, served as Junior “ecretary for the 


state from 1917 to 1920. Mr. Glinton Lehman of Chicago, an 






























































: » 7 ie 4 } 5 ‘ ‘ sl 2 oe 
j f I ] ‘eo 
4 } ? ~ oh i 
\ N Y r : . 
\ i ‘ 
‘ 
i : we " = ¢ bie vk 
. rZ “? ‘ , ‘ hs ‘. gi \ 
a ; a SOR de Spake SIF < LEROY Cy { i eS RLSR TD Ria See 
“ i : jy’ Lee r q i ‘ % f% 
A Ae ging t¢ rc la es AGY bak Sa kp WRT 2. : P on Par es 
+, br | . A . wh . * 
: ¥ 
: suman dee 
‘ \ , M thy Hany 1 eh eb ry é iene hy al gry A 
} Pigg . ay LP os ; ee a be ir i, gl Sh ie ty £O eo OF a “id SS athy by ay WL, 2 
' fe u ‘ ba ¥ 7 | al J 
? b & Pew i « 4 z 
WY an ‘ ' an eh.) F f * bc # Lap Ay: \ Li , 
ae ; : ; Nit Sebthos mathe? ee Oe Be | wig aed se ely Gu * 
7 nage FE aes. Lom ey 
4 ie ee: i ss i. <2 I ey Ria de eA r ee c i 
‘ 5 ee itd am se * ¥ ‘ = io ’ bs P 
+ 4 ; ‘ i {i Le a 
i ‘ are ny ‘ # ey ‘ , fl { ie 
oe 305 : ’ I be Vib) j . , | i Re ; i Reis 
’ ) a a2 " ’ ’ a ole, y - 7 e 
yt 
ie b a ‘ 4 . -5 
~ 5 4 ‘ nh 2) if 1, 
; 7 > i Le { * BI a3 ry pe OF Ag 
y e x ia SS ably ys he adi’ St Ma ‘ i 
byt : We ot Yak ik i { ‘ad GEL PAGEL, Gey } 
? * ¢ . i s 
E Lg _ - 
: 4 + ‘ f :: Fis : “ a5 eth ew . AS Ge uf 7 , i J «) tS 
bi Ad thy ® h hee ‘ Ms im) & . , f A 
4 rae . ‘ F 05) 8 
A ’ | 4 ‘ « ik |My ‘ = " 'e ry oe j 
Dee ‘ ts ny yi > ede ae a i # ie Bd Ta Vell" citi hel ard 4, 4 Fas 2 
5 “ik , * & Ww catelid 7 
E - on we r i" oa uty a wd 
ey ; eZ 3 rekon, 4 dod 4 ; ae toy - ~ es 
h he yes a i 4 4 ae Pao - % ‘ Fj : 
. * wy ¢ ’ ; v } | 
ba é ‘ 4 Steals wal ’ ' e 
3 e ly ; 
\p , : ‘ ‘ 1 ‘y adh Fe Pe 
. Lg ; ‘ 4 7 , t ‘ we 
‘ 4 : | ’ ‘ 
‘ 3 
. 
oo ia 
> : t ws rt 4 : , “s eas i ii i 
E ' \ wah ’ “ 
bys ne ¥ - aN hl ‘ va 
_ q 7 y! 7 “ +i 
, 4 rod / 
\ ‘ , ae. ‘ > PY ' aye aT oi t ers 
* a H ye ; no é 
‘ 
a } I : 
4 is sh yo ae t ih fies Be 
f x r ' : : " . Dh ee Li Kael bg? toed 
4! ' ‘ a . 
L’ y ’ " 
4 é e c f { ; 5 4 : pias) Bd a% od 4 
4L uni 4 u . . - . a * 
¥ J 4 y ‘ wi he) T we 
« 7 f j 2 dH pee fn was f ; } . { F Ean =| 
7 . ' . aa : €* . a 
> t é we fh * 
; ‘ Wy, Moat a a ¥ . . ; 
. * » te Be : hee 4 § / y 
' ) mM i ae! hs AES $ ae ; ee Bees Bee) a r wets Fine emi 
aa ’ 
a pat F A siebs 4h2 i ve F) ‘ ae 4 Ca 
» . eu P a : ‘ - ; 1 
a ‘ 
' , eam . 
‘ 2 4 A . : “ : E qy*y Va 
: ‘ i J 5 ‘s . , ‘ ‘ Bi ik be 
a ; “he P Srey! 4 a v a ; + . 
ce ‘ yeas { uh ele 8 ew K. 
pity i y " “ . uy! J 4 ae hel x iA ‘ gee - ay uk Dad i) Ae 
af § $ a ri wh bs 
* < % ¢ ae Ae by ¢ fh 
bi H ; ' } " r ee & p St Rad Wey ony " aie * MY dado 
: ; + +4 * : 1 Pie f Sue 3d J 
b _ , we 7 e Fy ‘ z ey i & Pi ie PP ee e 2 give . ne Wy ee *. 
fy ; as ‘ 4 Mrs 'y ee a 
¢ 4 $ el! : | At a F 4 hues 
<5 ; i J wha 3 apt ie ae Fy ee | * Yow Nellie frre WP ‘ 
< 
‘ : : we 
‘ , vy 
t 
'f 








45 


active worker. in the Mennonite Church, has served as — 
chorister for several state Christian Endeavor Conventions. 

In conclusion, we must say that the Christian En- 
deavor societies are not quite so common among Memonites 
‘as are the Sunday schools, and certainly not so well attended. 
Mhe distance to the church is in some instances so great that 
it is impossible for many to attend services both Sunday 
morning and evening. The result is that nearly all manage 
to be present in the forenoon at Sunday school, but a much 
smaller number in the evening. Other factors enter in to 
decrease the evening attendance. Neither is the Christian 
Endeavor so well adapted to meet the needs of all ages, as 
is the Sunday school. This would really require a Junior, 
an Intermediate, a Senior and an Alumni department. 

Because of these conditions, it will perhaps 
never become as vital a factor in training the youth for 
Christian service as is the Sunday school. Yet the ex- 
pressional work is very essential, and the Sunday school 
makes very little provision for this expressional work. 
Buildings, suited to the needs of the Christian tndeavor so- 
cieties are much in demand everywhere, where the possibil- 
ities of the work pp at all understood. Much progress in 
this direction may be expected in the future. Yet, in spite. 
of these various handicaps, the Christian Endeavor societies 
of the Middle Dbistrict Conference are a vital factor in train- 


ing the leaders of those churches and of the denomination. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
OTHER AGENCIES AND THE COORDINATION OF ALL. 


Thus far we have discussed the Parochial School, 
the Public School, the Catechetical Class, the Sunday school 
and the Christian indeavor societies as agencies for relig- 
ious instruction. While these are the chief agencies, others 
are found in a number of the churches. Nearly every congre- 
gation has a Ladies’ Aid or Women’s Missionary society, and 
these offer some missionary education and much training in 
practical Christian service. Frequently such societies ar- 
range for special mission study classes. In Wadsworth, 
Chio, an organized Sunday school class reads a Mission 
study class. At Pulaski, Iowa, a class of young women are 
engaged in Bible study in addition to their regular Sunday 
school work. In many of the churches mid-week services are 
held regularily, in which Bible study is a very prominent 
feature. At Berne, Indiana, a number of Bible study and 
Mission study classes are organized each fall, and a simi- 
lar attempt wes made at Pandora in the fall of 1919. Ina 
few places attempts have been made to help the parents in 
their work in the home training of their children in reli-~ 
gion. At Pulaski, Iowa, the pastor assists the mothers in 
the selection of suitable books of Bible stories for their 
children, suited to their ages. In the Grace chureh at 
Fandora, Ohio, the pastor organized a Parents’ class in the 
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fait) of 2919, meeting on Thursday evenings after the regu- 
lar prayer meetings. “Religious #ducation in the Hamily" 
by Henry F. Cope is the text used, and though it was only 
an experiment, the results are on the whole satisfactory. 
From most churches it is reported that there is 
no serious overlapping of these various agencies. Perhaps 
the question ws not fully umerstood, and there is more 
overlapping than one is aware of. Where a few individuals 
must bear the main burden in all organizations of the 
church, am the majority get no training at all, there is 
at least something wrong. Or where several organizations 
are attempting very Similar tasks, there is a lack of co- 
ordination. Perhaps teers ic more of skipping or neglect, 
than of over-lapping, which may be even worse. Surely no 
church would say that all ages in their church are equally 
well-provided for in regard to their educational needs in 
religion. The plan of religious edueation for the entire 
congregation, if not for the entire community should be 
comprehensive and thorough enough to cover the field well. 
These problems were kept in mind when the Consti- 
tution of the Grace Mennonite church at Pandora, Ohio, was 
revised in 1918. Instead of leaving this task to various 
and uncomnected organizations, the entire educational work 
is umer the direction of an Education Committee elected 


by the congregation just as the Board of Deacons am frus- 
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tees are elected. This committee has general supervision 
of all religious instruction in any way cormected with the 
church. It nominates the oréibere for the Sunday school, 
and its members are on the Sunday school board. ‘he conm- 
mittee also directs in general the work of the Christian 
Endeavor societies, and provides for other classes in re- 
ligious instruction if possible. 

One task which this committee has frequently 
considered is a more close coordination of the Sunday 
school and the Christian indeavor. Or if necessary, to 
combine the work of both, the impressional and the expres- 
sional, in one new plan, and perhaps call it a church school. 
If such a plan would mean that the number who take part in 
the expressional work would be as large as the number in the 
Sunday school is at present, it would be a decided gain. No 
definite plan has as yet been adopted, though it is safe to 
say that some will be tried in the future. ‘he matter of 
religious education in the public school has also been con- 
sidered by this committee, but no program has been worked 
Out. 

"What is your greatest need in solving the prob- 
lem of religious education in your church?" is the last ques- 
tion on the questionnaire. The answers are interesting. One 
believes that the key to the situation is more religious in- 


struction by the mothers in the homes. Others believe that 
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in some way religious education should be brought into our 
public schools. One feels that the parents should be more 
alive to the needs of their children. Another thinks that 

a good parochial school is needed. Still another believes 
that the Gatechetical class should take more ¢ime end do 
more thorough work. in several churches the need of bet- 
ter equipped buildings is keenly felt. Able and consecrated 
leaders are also desired. A more comprehensive program of 
religious education is also felt to be a need. 

#rom these answers it is evident that no one feels 
that the ideal has been reached. Some progress has been 
made since the first Mennonites settled in Wayne and butler 
counties, in Ohio, a century ago, but just how much, no one 
ean estimate, It is certain that each congregation in the 
Middle District contains leaders who are honestly trying to 
solve the problems of religious education as they find them 
today. It is the wish of the writer that this thesis may 
have brought out a few suggestions that will, in a small 


measure, help in the solution of those problems. 
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APPENDIX. 


The writer is not personally acquainted with all 
of the churches of the Middle District. Neither had he the 
time to visit ali of them and secure at first hand the in- 
formation that was needed for this thesis. Therefore, he 
sent out questionnaires to persons in the various congrega- 
tions, in most cases to the ministers. The questionnaire 
is given below. 

A. Name and Settlement. 

1. Name of congregation. 

2, Date of settlement. 

3S. Whence came the first settlers? 

4. When was the church organized? 
B. ‘the Parochial School. 

1. When was it begun? 

2. Where was it held? 

Se How many months a year? 

4. to what age did children attend? 

5. What branches were taught? 

6. Was the attendance general among the children? 

7. Does the Parochial school exist today? 

8. If not, when and why was it discontinued? 

9, Further remarks. 
G. keligious Instruction in the Public Schools. 


1. How many hours religious instruction a week? 
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How many weeks a year? 

Were all teachers Mennonites? 

Were all Mennonite children near enough to attend? 
What branches were taught? 

Is such instruction offered today? How much? 

If discontinued, why? 


Further remarks. 


Catechetical Instruetion. 


1. 
Be 
Se 
ha 
5e 
Be 
7 
8. 
De 


Has the Mennonite Catechism been taught? 

How many weeks a year? 

How many times a week? 

Did pupils repeat the same course? How often? 
At what age was it studied? 

What was the object of the course? 

How much emphasis placed upon memory work? 

Who taught the class? 


is the Catechism taught today? In what manner? 


The Sunday School. 


l. 
Be 
Se 
4s 
5e 
Ge 
Te 


8. 


When organized? By the church or by individuals? 
Where were meetings first held? 

How often then? How often now? 

When were Uniform lessons introduced? 

When were children's classes begun? 

Are Graded lessons used now? Since when? 

In which departments are they used? 

Is any non-biblical material used? What? 
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15. 
16. 

7. 
18. 


19. 
20. 


21. 
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Give a list of your Sunday School officers. 

How are the officers chosen? 

Are your departments organized? Which? 

Have you separate departmental rooms? How many? 
How are these rooms equipped? 

Have you a Teacher Training Class? Since when? 
What text is used? Who teaches the class? 

When and where does the class meet? 

How many are enrolled? How are they secured? 
Have you a Workers' Conference? How often? . How 
conducted? 

How many organized classes have you? 

What is your attitude toward the County and State 
Sunday School work? 

Please make a simple drawing on the other side of 
this sheet, of the floor plan of your church, show- 


ing the place used by each department. 


F. fhe Young Peoples’ Societies, Christian Endeavor, 


I. Senior Christian sindeavor. 


iy 
ey. 
Be 
4. 
5. 
6. 


When organized? 

How often does it meet now? 

Are regular Christian Endeavor topics used? 
Have you open or closed membership? 

Have you age limits for members? What are they? 


Who attends, youth or older folks? 
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iis Intermediate Christian indeavor. 
1. When organized? 
ae How organized? 
5. How are meetings conducted? 
4. What ages for members? 
5. Give an estimate of its value? 
fit. Junior Christian Endeavor. 
1. When organized? 
Ze What ages are included? 
3. What is the nature of the programs? 
4. Give an estimate of its value? 
Ge Geethindtion of Various Agencies of Religious Hducation. 
1. Do the Sunday School and the Christian indeavor over- 
lap? How? 
2 How are you meeting this problem? | 
3. flease describe any other of keligious Hducation you 
may have, such as Bible and Mission study classes, ete. 


4. What do you regard as your greatest needs at present 





in solving your problems of religious education? 
Answers were received from thirteen of the fitteen 
churches in the Middle District Gonference. At Berne, Indi- 
ana, the answers were prepared by Rev. G. H. A. van der 
Smissen, with the assistance of the pastor and a few othors, 
Rev. BP. Pe Hilty of Fortune, Missouri, filled out the ques- 


tionnaire regarding the Bethel congregation. In Summerfield, 
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Illinois, Mr. Adolph B. Pletscher was the informant. At 
Donnellson, Iowa, Rev. Himer Basinger prepared the answers. 
At Pulaski, Iowa, it was Rev. $. 2. Moyer, at Trenton, Ohio, 
kev. A. J. Neuenschwander, for Wadsworth, Ohio, Kev. M. M. 
Lehman, for Sterling, Ohio, Rev. Grover 7. Soldner, for 
Salem church near Dalton, Ohio, Mr. J. H. Tschantz and Miss 
Sylvia @schantz. The information for the earlier history 
of the Swiss Mennonite church near Blufiton and Pandora, 
Ohio, was furnished by Mr. P. D. Amstutz, of Pandora. This 
is the large congregation that is now divided into four 
groups, Ebenezer, St. John, Grace and Bluffton. The first 
two questionnaires were prepared by the pastor, Kev. W. 5. 
Gottshall. Professor HE. J. Hirschler supplied the data for 
Bluffton and the writer for Pandora. | 

Such a questionaire is not an exhaustive examina- 
tion of all available records. Yet it gives one a fairly 
clear understanding of the situation. Errors may have 
crept in occasionally, since some things had to be estab- 
lished upon the memory of certain individuels,. In some in- 
stances reliable records and minutes of meetings were avail- 
able. 

It is entirely possible that the writer will be 
accused of devoting more attention to certain churches than 
they deserve. This may be explained by the fact that he is 


better acquainted with some than with others. He has tried 





b 
defile 


ie at 


ee tS aL Wi. AY 


6a iy BAW srrwesins 


A ve eau Fy 


wie) Bioh 
ty we ee irae 


eats : 


tt 


- 


“yt erode eae tito 


Bu 4 wih a” } on st Rt bal 


' 


sulehi 


PN a kes etl 


¥ 


ra 


Praca Sy eee were Bue vine 
ae Lae Hy wih keA Ie GA, 2 


ae ‘ede anes 


) 


355 rca by “ee 


a 
Tid. . 


hig 


4, H 


9 reiatse Vist ike: ta 


He sins 
et it a 


pen) 
ole 


Aue 


AL By 


i 
ab 2) anpevtate 
‘ Yo he Ne 


* 
ane “2h ey 
Tay f of] 


hat abi at ‘es 


heyy 


ays IEE iS 


haa fe ee od 


; ui git “i € J Pane re i I 
* ide 


6: ie) DL 


Faeny Oat 


rom! 


irene; 
A Ps vy 
hk V ts Ai Le 

VET £2 


tN 
at OLS 


siivholegooy ti tqete - 
gual “po be dahe 


+0 weadiiin bas 8 hoop pithebion 








55 


to be impartial, but it was to be expected that the congre- 
gation with which he is connected will receive its full 
share of attention. If others have been slighted, it was 
unintentional. The questions as well as the answers are 


now taken up in detail. 
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8. 
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10. 


ll. 


12. 


15. 


Name of Church. 


Berne, Indiana. First Mennonite 


Versailles, Missouri. Bethel Mennonite 


Bluffton, Ohio. First Mennonite 
(town) 

Bluffton Ohio. Ebenezer Mennonite 
(countzy} 

Pandora, Ohio. Grace Mennonite 
(town) 

Pulaski, lowa. Pulaski Mermonite 
Dalton, Ohio. palem Mennonite 
Pandora, Ohio. St. John Mennonite 
(country) 

Summerfield, Illinois.Mennonite Church of 


Summerfield 
Sterling, Ohio. First Mennonite 
Yrenton, Ohio. Apostolic Mennonite 
Wadsworth, Ohio. Memonite Church of 

Wadsworth 
Domellson, Iowa. Zion Mennonite 
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Date of 


settlement. 


1852 


1866 


1835 


1833 


1833 


1855 


1819 


1833 


1850-60 


1850-60 


1819 


1852 


1851 
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Berne 
Bethel 
Bluffton 
Bb qneces 
Grace 
Pulaski 
Salem 
St. John 
Summerfield 
Sterling 
trenton 


Wadsworth 


4ion 


Whence came settlers? 


Switzerland. 
Wayne County, Ohio. 


Alsace-Loraine in 
France, Switzerland 


Same aS above 
same as above 


Chiefly Canada and 
Ohio. Some Illinois 
and Indiana. 


switzerland. 

Same as Bluffton. (3) 
Towa and Germany 
Alsace and France 
Strassburg, (France) 
Germany. 


Pennsylvania 


Weierhof, kheinpfalz, 
Hessen Darmstadt, all 
in Germany 
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When was church 
organized? 
1852. 


April 21, 1876. 


1835 (Swiss) 
1918 . (Bluffton) 
1835 
1835 (Swiss) 
1904 (Grace) 
1861 
1886 
1835 
1859 
1898 
1835 (one branch) 
1863 (one branch) 
1897 (reunited) 
1853 
1853 
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1. Berne 

2- Bethel 

S$. Bluffton 

4. ibenezer 

5. Grace 

6. Pulaski 

7%. Salem 

8. St. John 

9- Summer- 
field 


10. Sterling 
li.. Frenten 
12. 


13. Gion 


Wadsworth 


THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL. 


When begun? Where held? 
NOnN@ oo waren enn ene nn ere 
1878 In Church 
1838 In Bishop Christian 


Steiner's house. In 
1840 a house was built 
for school and church. 


1858 Bluffton, Ebenezer, 
St. John and Grace were 
all part of the Swiss 
Ghurch until 1904. 
1838 Same as Bluffton. 
NOnN@ tmnt enn meen enter nn n= 
NON@  —_- t#www nnn w nse nner eo 
1838 Same as Bluifton. 
1850-60 Pletscher's corn crib, 
Private homes, school- 
house 
None  <==-- Sa enn en 
None TT > OD BF ome am oe am om om oe 
NON@ teresa mn 
1853 Log school-house 
AUG ees 
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How many 
months? 


2 we ne ee ow oe a ae es 


Two to 
tour. 


oe =e ee 6 oe a oe 


Three to 
four. 
fwo (now) 


a eo mo ae a me He 


eight at 
first. Phree 


‘later. 
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THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL. 


fo what age attended? What courses taught? 


le Berne = ——_- ttre e ene e renee we eee nee ee enna 
2e Bethel Formerly 6 - 18 Biblische Geschicte, 
Later 6 =- 14 Writing, Spelling, 
Singing, Memorizing 
of Hymns. 
S- Bluffton Up to 12 or 14 Little of regular 
Some up to 2l system at first. Pu- 


pils brought any books 
. | they had. Bible and . 
4. Hbenezer Same as above Bible stories were com- 
moniy used. 


5. Grace same as above 
6. Pulaski OE OS EO a a PD aD a ET ee aa ee SD OES Oe me we SS OO oD oe OF me oe 
7. Salem amen ae een ee ene e aseen = soho ne mp Se or i a od 


8. St. John Same as Bluffton 


9¢ Summer- fo 12 or 15 Common school branches 
field at first. Later reading 
writing, grammar,Biblische 
) Geschichte, Catechism. 
10. Sterling  -2#--<<8-----<------ ss aheataatis aatententnadeateneate tna deetetetater 


ll. Prenton satan ian nda tteiaateateati etn her tente tiene lateeta te etetetetahetetedes 
12. Wadsworth <<«----<<---- wee ten ameter nnn steer ena 


13. Zion From 5 to 15 See Thesis, page 10. 
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THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL. 


Were all able to attend? Does school exist now? 


berne S59 Sm Om AOE ae cee GED a ee ue ny a a a a Stet ee ee en ee ere 

Bethel No, some too far away. School to be revived 
in English. 

Bluffton Not all, but as many as School was discon- 

could, attended. tinued when public 

schools became com- 

; mon. 

Ebenezer Same as Siuffton 

Grace Same as Bluifton 

Pulaski www ewe wwe wenn nnn een errr ener renter 

Belem  —-_- www wn nr w new enw enews ee esses essen lledeiealeateieato 

St. John Same as Bluffton 

Summer-= Nearly all Now Lack of interest, 

field some wanted English, 
some German; may be re- 
vived. 

Sterling 9<<<-----~ alberta teaathataheten a ee 0 ho 

Prenton  -s-<<-9-- te a me ae mem soln tebahatetetetete tabetha tatete bade - 

a ic to ae a ms ge ert ym ee. in erm waa mn Se 0 oh ha 
Discontinued 1917; oppo- 

Attendance good, some sition to German language. 


Zion 


Not enough sentiment to 
revive it now. 
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Berne 


Bethel 
Bluffton 
Ebenezer 
Grace 
Pulaski 
Salem 
St. John 
Sumner- 
field 


Sterling 


trenton 
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Religious Instruction in the Day Schools. 


Yor many years religion was taught in the Day 
schools. Bible History used as a reader. Not 
all teachers Mennonites. High School credits 
offered for bible study, which is optional. 

No religion taught in the public schools ex-~- 
cept the singing of religious hymns. 


Bible, Bible stories and singing were taught 

2- 10 hours a week, 8 - 20 weeks a year. Most 
teachers liennonites. Nearly all children at- 
tended. Very little religion taught today, if any. 
Same as Bluffton 


same as Bluffton 

No religious instruction in the Day Schools. 
None except a little Bible History and Bible 
reading as given by the teachers voluntarily. 
same as Bluffton 

No religion taught in the Day Schools. 
No religion taught in Day Schools, except de- 
votional exercises. 


No religion taught in Day Schools. teachers 
as a rule favorable towards churches. 


Wadsworth None taught. 


4ion 


No religious instruction in Day ‘Schools. 
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CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION. 


How many weeks a year? How many times a week? 


Le Berne | Different at times. Generally once 
2- Bethel Hight to twelve Once 

S$. Bluffton About twelve . Once 

4. Ebenezer About twenty One e “a two weeks 
5. Grace fen to fifteen © | Once as a rule 


6. Pulaski Never had any Catechetical Instruction. 





7. Salem Six to twelve Once 

8. St. John About twenty Once in two weeks 

9. Summer- six to sixteen Once or twice, for- 
field merly five times. 

10. Sterling About twelve. Once 


None since 1908 


11. Prenton fwelve — Once 


12. Wadsworth Camot say definitely, no two pastors used 
the same method. 


13. Zion About twenty-four Twice 
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CATHCHETICAL INSTRUCTION 


Do pupils repeat? How often? Age of pupils? 


le Berne Sometimes, not generally 12 - 16 

2. Bethel AS a rule, yes 10 =- 14 

3. Bluffton Some Several 16 = 16 
times 

4. Ebenezer Yes Two to four 10 = 18 
times 

5. Grace AS a xwule not Some ado 12 = 16 

6 e Pulaski raphe sae peel oe Narn ince: bande ee saad acl OM eae dteen tation Ihe, ieee dle im eM NOE eras: is eal ebm: Tee 

7. Salem Yes iwice 9 = 14 

8. St. John Yes fwo to four 10 - 18 
times 

9, Summer- Yes Often 410 - 14 

field 
10. Sterling Yes: Once. at most .8 - 15 


11. Prenton Seldom — fwice at most 135 - 18 
12. Wadsworth 


13. Zion Yes Nearly ail 14 
. took it twice compulsory 
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CATECHETIC AL INSTRUCTION 
Purpose of course? Importance of Memory work. 


Religious instruc- 
tion and conversion 


it was desired that they 
should memorize. 


fo teach religion Possibly more formerly 


than now 


Largely a prepara=. 
tion for baptism 


Not much emphasis 


fo prepare for 
Christian life and 
church membership 


Npecial doctrinal parts 
and scripture passages 


fo prepare for de- *Not very much 
cision for Christ 
and the Church 


22 OS Oe ee ey oo oe ES «= we oF oe GS a es or 


Some ministers placed much 
emphasis upon it, others 
Less 


A preparation for 
baptism 


fo prepare for 
Christian life and 
church membership 


Special doctrinal parts 
and scripture passages 


fo prepare for, and Much 
to decide for Christ 
and the church 


Preparatory to 
church membership 


Nearly all of catechism, 
and some outside material 
memorized. 


Give rudimentary Answers to questions, names 
knowledge of Bible; of Books of Bible memorized 
bring them to a. de- 

cision 

Lead youth to accept 
the Lord; give them 

knowledge of Word of 
God 

Chiefly a preparation Every answer must be 
for baptism; taught memorized 

to all in parochial 

school 


Do not know 
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CATECHETICAL INSPRUCTION. 
Who taught? How is Catechism taught now? 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Minister 


Pastor 


Pastor 


Minister 


Advanced class uses Topical Bible 
study, taught by pastor. Other 
class using Catechism taught by 
assistant. 

Children meet with pastor at Sun- 
day School hour, speaks to them 
on outline: of the catechism 


Taught as formerly 
faught as before 


Class meets on Sunday, morning or 
evening. Little memory work, more 
application 


SB SD 22 2 =P ae 2S Poo SP SS Se Os 8 ae ee ee ee Oe oe ae ee oe ee 


Mennonite Catechism used much as 
before 


Taught as before 


Not as much memory work as for- 


merly 


None taught now 


Question and answer method; illus- 
trations used for clearness; memo- 
ry work encouraged 


None at present 


For six months after Haster, two 
times a week. Class meets Wednesday 
and Saturday mornings 





4) Su 























f u ck Pa ‘ 
USE Woe wo ike ve Oo ee 
s 
‘ . * , * " nse 
\ af we Y y Wy h { ‘ 
Busteet th ts AA Taal) ih s ae Je ee Ha | vo ae ils 
! ' 
e f ’ ’ iy 
- + 7 1) - 4 1 
‘ ee An Vet 
wid % * ' \ vy dil ac ti 
' ve y| { ‘ 
Lie a th et 4 ro A Bo 
¥ 
! , 
a. i4 VA Te ‘ae <r e! 
is 
‘eae We fe alt) FY ae j 
i ae Wah) ede, 58 LAW a 4 Firt * hike yi 
‘ ty , * 
we i 8 * a i s 
4 ' . ‘ 
r 4 
Gi hae GF ¢) i yee ¢ 
‘ v pt 
t 44 ) 
* 
wie 28 ‘ 
y 4 
¥ ‘ P . ? F Wy 
¢ a » i L 
* 
4 4 Wj We 
ae ae ee Oh oe el eee OW “at “sn * we * . a at ee ay - « a Le ek] 
} ar i 
VP We ie ig fata be hil at “! ik Gr vlla 
s ‘ , 
4 mi) 
\ 
' £ ; 
i 4 E i ree 
. 
P : ‘ 
i ‘ : Ld ‘ sal ¥ 
: 
ih 
$ } 
‘ y hah". & 3 ab 
4 
r ‘ rate a4 87 
, ‘ % tis ; fey , . a a A? 
. ‘ ‘ * i bi eg CTR. 2 8 ¢ 
Gh Fe ab abd fat i ee ate a wwe 
4 te ty " ee 
4 ’ i 
. rae ee eu to Hand : 
py eo ji : ch pe the 
i ve SF 0 yd % \ 
2p 
oF dy 





Or) 


. 
Pane 5 ‘ o 
a hey b Mentha 





oy reese 
ere Wey 





hy of ab, bee 


bid dah GOP f 
ganlucim weobiustag owe 


ie) ut t ‘7 


Me 


E fel ome 


‘ 


a 
th. 


at 





jh bite 


‘ 


hg 


ail 


* 


wy 
whe 


ee 


+ 


U 








i ay 
Te 


ne a a 


«aby Ls | 
fA Bahl Dey aah 


omy yh 
fdial wh as 








< : 








4 


r ; 
AE DF 


’ 
Th 
audi, ahh, ir 
Rk ke Se’ Sale 
A f ye 
a we Ral 
A r A ry 
iY hey! vh 
‘ ty os 
i ww 4 ws ! 
mn 6 
Be Sh eae ee 
¢ ‘ 
* * 
on) ae he a 
& hg nt Bod 
Y oe 





“ 


Ree 


* ite 








66 


SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
When begun? By whom? Where held? 


1. Berne 1869 School-house at 
first. Church 
Since 1875. 


2. Bethel ~ 1880 Congregation Church. 

3e Bluffton 1895 . Individuals, with lutheran Church 
consent of the at first. 
congregation. 

4. .Ebenezer 1862 (7?) Individuals School-house 

near where church 
; now is. 

5. Grace 1904 (?) Church Church 

6. Lulaski 1874 Church Church 

7. Salem 1886 Church Church 

8. St. John 1859 Individuals In Beech Tree 


school~house, one 
mile south of 
where St. John is. 


9. Summer- 1865 Church Church 
field 

10. Sterling 1898 Church Church 

1l. Trenton 1876 Individuals Congregation per- 
mitted use of the 
church. 

12. Wadsworth ? ; Church 

13. Zion 1875 Individuals, be- Parochial school- 


of opposition, house. Church 
though minister since 1884, 
was one of organizers. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
How often 58.5. meet? Since when Uniform lessons? 


1. Berne Weekly except winter. 1873 
Weekly throughout . 
NOW e 

2- Bethel Bi-monthly at first. 1885 


Weekly nowe 


3. Bluffton Weekly 1895 (probably) 
4. Ebenezer Every two weeks (?) 1880 (7?) 


Weekly now. 








5. Grace Weekly 1904 (?) 
. 6. Fulaski Summer months about 1881 

Weekly now. 

7. Salem ° Weekly From beginning 

8, St. John Bi-monthly April to about 1880 
september. Weekly 
NOW « 

9. Summer- Weekly Prom beginning 

field 

10. Sterling Bi-monthly From beginning 

11. frenton Bi-monthly (?) 
Weekly now. 

12. Wadsworth Weekly From beginning 


15. Zion Weekly From beginning 
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. HE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
Since when child- 
ren's classes? 


From beginning 


About 1895 


About 1885 

From beginning - 1904 
From begiming 

From begining 

About 1915 

Many years ago 

From begiming 


From beginning 


¥rom beginning. Sunday 
School was organized for 
children 
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Since when graded 
lessons? 


None in use. 

None in use 

Since 1912 

None in use 

Since 1910 or 1912 
Since ? 

None in use 

Since 1920 

Since 1919 

Mane in use 

None in use, but are 
being planned for 


None in use 


None in use now, 
tried a few years ago, 
discarded ; 
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THY SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Where graded 
lessons? 


None 

None 

All departments up to 
adults. 


None 


Begimners, Frimary, 
Juniors. 


Boys 18-24 years 


Girls 18-24 years 


None 


All departments 


Beginners, Frimary, 


Juniors 


None 


None 


None 


None 
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What non-biblical 
material? 


None 
None 


some lessons in Inter- 
national graded course. 


Magazines 


Some non-biblical 
stories in graded 
courses, 


Bible studies in life 
of St. Paul. 

None 

None 

Stories for Begin- 
ners 

None 


None 


None 





None 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
fhe Sunday School Officers. How are they chosen? 


Nominated by committee, * 
Pian., Supt.H.D. ,Supt. Cra= elected by church 
die Roll, 5.5.Com. 


Supt. ,Asst.,Sec.-lreas., 
Chor. ,Organist,Libr. ,Exec,. 
Com. ,Prim.Supt.,Cradle Roll 
Supt e 

Supt. ,Asst.,sec.-ireas., 
Libr. ,Chor.,Pianist, Hduc. 
Com. ,Enrol.Sec.,4 Dept.Supts., 
6 Committees are appointed 
Supt. ,Asst.,sec.-Treas., 
Chor. Pian. ,Manager,lLibr., 
Supt.eH.D. 


By election 


By election 


By ballot 


Election by 5.5. 
Educ.Com.by church 


Supt.,3 Assts.,5ec.;Treas., 
Chor. ,Pian. , Libr. ,fduc.Com. 


Supt.,Asst.,Sec.,Chor., 
Organist,Exec.Com. of three 


Ballot by S.3. 


Supt. ,Asst.,Sec.;Treas., 
5.5,Com.of three 


Ballot by S.3. 


Supt.,Asst.,Sec. ,Chor. 
Libr. ,Pian,. ,Conmittee (2), 
Supt.H.D. ,Supt.Cradle Koll, 
Supt.dle. ,Supt.[ntermed. 


Ballot annually 


Supt. ,Asst. ,Sec.-Treas., Ballot 
Statistician, Librarian 

Supt. ,vec.-Treas.,rianist Ballot 
Supt.,asst.,Sec.-ireas., Ballot 


Chor. ,Organist,Supt.H.b., 
Supt.Gradle Koll, ixec.Com of 
four with Supt. and Pastor. 
Supt. ,Asst.,Sec.-Treas., 
Libr. ,Pianist Committee of 
five. 


Ballot 


Nominated by informal 
ballot;elected by pop- 
ular ballot. 


Supt. ,Asst.,Sec-Treas., 
Libr. ,Organist. 
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1. Berne 


2. Bethel 


Se. Bluffton 


4. Hbenezer 


5. Grace 
6. Pulaski | 
7. Salem 
8. St. John 


9. Summer- 


field 


10. Sterling 


11. trenton 


12. Wadsworth 


13. Zion 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
What dept's organized? 


None 


Primary, not strictly 
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Separate rooms? 

How equipped? 

Four for primary 
classes. Blackboard, 
Picture rolls. 


rrimary, not espe- 
Glally equipped. 


Begimmers, Primary,Juniors,Rooms for Beginners and 


Intermed. ,Sen. , Adult, 
Teachers training, Home 


None 

EKlem., Secondary, Adult 
Divisions 

None 

None 

frim. ,ilem.,Junior, 
intermediate 

None 

None 

None 


None 


None 


Prim. Stalls for Juniors. 


_. Chairs,folding tables, 


Cab.and materials. Pictures 
None 


One for Beginners, one 

for Prim. and Jun.,Or- 
gans,table,chairs,cabi- 
net and materials,pictures 
Primary not especially 
equipped 


None 


Space under balcony, 
not very well equipped 


One for Beginners, one 
for Primary - not very 
well equipped 


None 


One that could be used 
by Junior dept., black- 
board and picture rolls. 


Primary, equipment med- 
ium. 


None, all classes on 
main floor. 
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il. Berne 

2- Bethel 

S$. Bluffton 

4. Ebenezer 

5. Grace 

6- Puaeert 

4. Salem 

8. St. John 

9. Summer- 
field . 

10. Sterling | 

ll. Trenton 

12. Wadsworth 

13. 4ion 


THe SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
feachers' Training class? 


Yes, of and on for thirty 
years. 


One organized some years 
ago. 


Not now; three classes 
Since 1915. 


None 


Yes, several begun since 
L915. 


No, had one a few years 
ago which failed. ; 


No, one ten years ago, held 
with Teachers’ meeting. 


None 


Not now. Kev. ve d. Smissen, 

Rev. Jd. B. Baer and Kev. J. P. 
Boehr, each taught a class or 

more. 

None 


September 1918 to April 1919 
None 


None 
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Text used? 


Different texts. 


‘Praining the 
Yeacher" 


"fraining the 
Teacher" = three 
year course next 
fall 


"raining the 
Teacher" 


eS awe Se a Se a ee GS a Se oe oes 


Current Teachers 
Training Course. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHCOL. 


Bere 


Bethel 


Bluffton 


Hbenezer 


Grace 


| Pulaski 


salem 
St. John 
Summer- 
field 


Sterling 


Trenton 


Wadsworth 


Zion 


Who teaches? 


Different 
ones. 


Pastor 


‘Superinten- 


dent or Dr. 
Good 


Pastor, as a 
rule 


2 22 op a oe) SD ST Pe oe oe 


Pastor 


WaD 2 Dae TS -— | we a =D 


Pastor 
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(PEACHERS' PRAINING) 


When? $knrollment? 
Sunday Varied 
morning . 
Wednesday Five 
afternoon 
sunday About fif- 
morning teen 
Sunday .Ten to 
morning twelve 
-=--- Nearly -all 
teachers. 
“---- fwelve or 
fifteen 
-~--- Nine 
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How secured? 
Partly elected, 


partly volun- 
tary 


Invitation, 
general and 
specific. 


AD E> MOD ty Oh A cD FSS eee ee SP Ep 


Volunteers 


TaR ee coe aD SOD OD OP ae oe? OU ee ee 


Ce ee ee 


Personal so- 
licitation 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
Workers' Conference? Describes. 


74, 


Number organ- 
ized classes. 


1. Berne None except weekly teachers Six 
meeting. 
2 Bethel About quarterly, discussion of fwo 
Sunday school problems and 
prayer. 
3. Bluffton Meets monthly - prayer, topics, Hight (about) | 
discussion, resolution. 
4. Ebenezer Occasionally three (?) 
5. Grace Monthly, if possible, Several 
Discussion, addresses. 
6. Fulaski None None 
7, Salen None Three 
8. St. John None None just now. 
9. Summer- Had for a while, weekly Two 
field 
10. Sterling None None 
11. Trenton None, hope to have soon. fhree 
12. Wadsworth Monthly, topics and round-_ One 
. table. 
13. 4ion About once a quarter None 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
Your attitude toward County and State Sunday 
School work? 
ne work with the County and State organiza- 
ions. 


fake part in County work, contribute for State 
work. 


We generally send delegates and give yearly 
o¥fering. 


We participate. 

We contribute financially, and send delegates 
to the conventions. 

We do not participate at present. 

We pay apportionment and attend conventions. 
We participate. 

We contribute financially and send delegates 
to conventions. 

ie cooperate. 

We help financially, and attend and assist in 
conventions. 


We are taking part in the vVounty work. 


We participate. 
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_ SENIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 
When organized? Meetings? Are ©. E. topics used? 





le Berne 1893 Weekly Yes 
2 Bethel 1897 Weekly Yes 
3. Bluffton 1895 Weekly Yes 
4. Ebenezer 1895 (?) Bi-monthiy Bammer Bible study 
outlines. 
5. Grace 1904 (?) Weekly Yes 
6. Fulaski 1894 Weekly Yes 
7, Salem 1886 (Pr.Mtg.) Weekly: Yes 


1908 (C.E.) 


8. St. John 1895 (?) © Weekly Yes 
9. .Summer- 1890 Bi-monthly Yes 
field 


10. Sterling 1910, died in Bi-monthly Yes 
L918. 


11. @renton 1895 (died) Weekly Not the first time 
1916 (died) 


12. Wadsworth 1920 (?) Bi-monthly Yes 


13. dion (2?) Died 1917 or --------- -------------------- 
1918. fo be reorganized. 
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SENIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 
Membership requirements. — 
Active, associate, honorary. 
All above 19. 


Closed membership, no age 
Limit. 


Open to all above 18. 
Open to all, no age limit. 


Closed membership, 18 = 35 
Alumni members above 35. 


No age limit. New list of 
members plamed. 


Pledge is used. No age limit. 


Open membership, no age limit. 


Active and associate. 
limit. 


No age 


No age limit. 


Close, no age limit, 


Open, no age limit. 


om 


Who attends? 
Youth predomi- 
nate 


Mostly young 
people. 

Youth chiefly. 
Old and young. 
seniors and 
alumni 
Younger folks. 
Youth predomi- 
nate. 

Old and young. 
Youth attend. 
Youth and adults. 


Young folks. 


Youth and adults. 
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INTERMEDIATE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 


When organized? How organized? Age of members. _ 


1913 Supt. appointed 13 - 19 
by Senior ©. HE. 
All other officers 
. elected. 
None a ae ao sae oo we ee 
1910 By young people 15 = 18 


None, chiefly because church is not adapted for 
two or more simultaneous meetings. 


1915 (?) 
1919 reorganized 


Self-governing 12 - 18 
under direction 

of Educational 
Committee. 


None 


None, though work is offered in Senior ©. HE. for 
folks of intermediate age. 


None, because church is not suited for this work. 


oe OS 203 2 2S OP OY Ae oe ES oa ono 


None 


22> oS on 88 ae AS ee oe eS ee oe oe SD 


None 


None, congregation so scattered, that it would 
be hard to secure an Intermediate society. 


MMe ee eee Mar Wee eRe Wow a Te aes a ee EO ee eo eS oe oot 


None 


None, people live scattered, church unsuited. 
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INTERMEDIATE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 


How conducted? 


Give estimate of its value. 


New leader at each Important factor in social 
meeting, topics as- life of boys and girls; ex- 


Signed, open meet- 
ings occasionally. 


2 om 9 ae 5 om oP OD ep SR ws 


Much like Senior 
Cc. E. 


Singing led by 
Senior chorister. 


Program by members, 


topics, etc. 


ceptional opportunity to 
express convictions under 
supervision in formative 
period. Intensifies realiz- 
ation of christian experience, 
arouses interest in church 
work. Correlates energies of 
individuals through united 


. activity. Prepares for 


Senior ©. HE. 


2 6S 29 ae =e oe ab =P a Om a Oe ES 22 oe Se aD Se oS om 6 OS ee oe a 


It offers splendid training 
in all religious expression- 
al work. 
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JUNIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 
Since when? Age? 


None 
None 


1909 


Nature of program? Estimate. 


op 2 ary am aap ouy SE we GS a omy ae 2 as oe os oe =e G2 SP ay 22 =p ae a 


Given by members 
under direction 

of superintend- 

ents. 


None, because of lack of suitable building. 


L919 


1920 


1916 


6-12 


9-15 


7-14 


Given by members Interesting 
under direction of and valuable 
superintendent and training; 
Assistants. supplements 
training in 
Sunday School 


fo use Junior top- 
ics, plus memory of 
Psalms, etc. Juniors 
to conduct it. 


Receive ex- 
pressional 
training in 
public speak- 
ing, praying, 
memory work, 
mission study, business train- 
ing, committee work, presiding 
at meetings, team work, keeping 
of quiet hour, a definite stand 
for Christ and His church. 


Junior leaders, 
prayers, talks; 
memory work, mis- 
Sion study, talk 
by Superintendent 


None, because of lack of suitable building. 


None 
None 


None 


Wadsworth None 


Zion 


None 
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Other agencies for religious education. 


Berne 


Bethel 


Bluffton 


ubenezer 


Grace 


Pulaski 


salem 


St. 


John 


summer 


field 


Sterling 


Trenton 


Wadsworth 


4ion 


Generally exery winter there are some bible 
Glasses and Mission study classes. 


Aside from the Ladies Aid, we have no others 
than those mentioned at present. 


Union Mission study classes have been held the 
last few years, in which especially members of 
our Ladies Missionary societies have taken part. 


One night each week for study of Sunday School 
lesson. Also Ladies Missionary society. 


Weekly prayer meeting and Bible study. Weekly. 
teachers meeting. Monthly Iadies Aid society, 
liission study class, winter 1919-20. Parents 
class in Jducation winter 1919-20. 
Bible study class for young women. Pastor se- 
Lects Bible stories for mothers in home. 


None other. 

Weekly teachers meeting. Ladies Aid society. 
None other 

None other 

None other 

Organized Sunday School class reads a book on 
Missions. Frayer and Bible study weekly. 


None othere 
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Coordination of agencies of religious education. 


berne 
Bethel 
Bluffton 
Ebenezer 


Grace 


Pulaski 
Salem 
St. John 
Summer- 
field 
Sterling 
{Penton 


Wadsworth 


4ion 


None 


Any over-lapping? How is problem -met? 


None 


No definite steps taken 
toward coordination. 


Probably not to any 
great extent. 


Education Committee has 
general supervision of all 


Willing workers over- 
worked, unwilling - 


under-worked. religious instruction. Is 
working out more comprehen- 
| Sive plan. 
Not hoticeable go ==<«-= alate heteteeteatae 


Neither organization has been very progressive in 
last three years (S. S. and ©. E.) consequently 
little over-lapping. few organized classes in 5. 
Se, hence no expressional work, simply impressional. 
None 


Not seriously 
Have no Christian Endeavor now. 
The Sunday School has a clear field. 


None 


No over-lapping ee 
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What is your greatest need in solving 


Berne 


Bethel 


Bluffton 


“Sbenezer 


Grace 


Pulaski 


Salem 


JOhn 


ot. 


Summer- 


field 


Sterling 


Trenton 


Wadsworth 


Zion 


problems of religious education? 
Convert the people. 


To serve all the young people; not all taxe part. 
fo serve the community. fo reach those who mar- 
ry outside the church. Hore English services 
needed. 

Week-dsay religious instruction in addition to 
that in the Sunday School. 


Lack of qquipment, distance from church, and 
somewnat lack of interest on part of parents. 


More trained leaders, a more comprehensive pro- 
gram of religious instruction. Better building 
facilities. 


Mothers who are able and willing to give their 
children the needed religious and Biblical in- 
struction. 


(1) Material equipment, such as rooms for de- 
partmental work in Sunday School, small tables, 
etc. Hoom for Juniors. (2) Consecrated and 
trained leadership. {3) Harmony. 

Lack of equipment, distance from church, and 
somewhat lack of interest on part of parents. 


A good parochial school. 
(Sterling congregation dissolved April 1920.) 


Good teachers for older classes in Sunday School. 
Inspired leaders to push a live ©. E. More time 
and more thorough course of religious instruction 
with Catechism. 

Our plan is to get a personal worker's class or- 
ganized as soon as conditions permit it. 


fransition from German to English. If we could 
link up with the public school in some way, per- 
haps we could solve the problem. 
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Diagram of Grace Mennonite Church, Pandora, Ohio. 
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Diagram 
of the 
Pulaski Mennonite Church, 


Pulaski, Iowa. 
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Diagram 


of the 


Salem Mennonite Church, 
near Dalton, Ohio. 
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“Diagram of Mennonite Church, Wadsworth, Ohio. © ~ 
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Diagram 
of the 
Apostolic Mennonite Church, 
Trenton, Ohio. 
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Supplement to Main Thesis 


When this thesis was written the writer had not 
yet received any information from the Emanuel Mennonite 
Church at Noble, Iowa, nor from the Wayland Mennonite 
Chureh at Wayland, Iowa. This information has finally ar- 
rived, but too late to be incorporated in the thesis itself, 
and it will therefore appear as a brief supplement. 

fhe Emanuel Mennonite church, near Noble, Iowa, 
was organized about the year 1872 by a group of families 
who left the Amish Church at that place. Most of these 
people came originaliy from Buther county, Ohio, Canada, 
and other places in the east. Later they were joined by 
immigrants from Alsace. 

| No parochial school was ever held, nor was any ) 
religious instruction offered in the public schools. There 
was no definite plan for catechetical instruction. The 
Sunday School was organized about 1575 by the congregation, 
and meetings were held throughout the year from the begin- 
ning. The Uniform lessons were introduced late in the 
eighties, and about 1912 Graded Lessons were introduced up 
to and including the intermediates, using the Westminster 
series. The officers of the Sunday School are nominated 
by the workers' conference, and elected by the school. A 


number of separate rooms are equipped with blackboards, 
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maps, sand-tables, chairs, organ, etc., for the various 
sections. Teachers’ Training classes have been organized 
since 1909, and at present "Oliver's" text is used. The 
class has an enrollment of fifteen and meets on an evening 
during the week, the pastor being the teacher. A workers’ 
conference meets monthly with a program of topics and 
round table discussions. At present there are four or- 
ganized classes. The Sunday School takes active part in 
the county and state Sunday School work. 

A Christian Endeavor society was organized about 
1896, which meets every Sunday evening now, using the reg- 
ular Guristien Endeavor topics. There is no age limit and 
both older aml young folks participate. 

The Wayland Mennonite church was organized 1900. 
This community received its first Mennonite population 
from other Mennonite settlements in the United States and 
aiterward from Alsace and Switzerland. ‘he congregation 
is rather cosmopolitan, than of strictly Mennonite ap 

| No parochial school was ever held, nor has reli- 

gion been taught in the public schools. No systematic 
teaching of the catechism has been in use. The Sunday 
School organized about 1900, met ina school-house until 
the church was puilt, and meets weekly.: Uniform lessons 
were used from the beginning and bout 1910 graded lessons 


were introduced up to am including the intermediates. 
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The Westminster series are used. The officers of the Sun- 
day School are elected by ballot by the school. Some of 
the departments are partly organized, but there are no 
separate rooms for the A SE a There is no Training 
Class at present, though there have been such Aa the past. 
The workers' conference meets once a month. ‘there are 
four organized classes in the school. The school takes 
active part in the county and state Sunday School work. 

A Ghristian Endeavor society was organized at 
the same time that the church was organized, but interest 
has been less keen in recent years. ‘There has been no 


Junior Endeavor for the last five years. 
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